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The 2017 – 2018 RE calendar, class schedules and FUSW curriculum maps are listed online. You are 

welcome to view them at any time.  Click here.  

 
Meetings, Training & Outreach 

 

Weekly and Monthly 

• Weekly with the Minister 

• Weekly meeting with Staff 

• Monthly Religious Education Ministry     

• Monthly Board of Trustees 

• Monthly Committee on Ministry 

• Monthly Metro NY LREDA Chapter (Liberal 

Religious Educators Association) 
• Biweekly PrideWorks Board and Planning 

Committee as we near March 14th conference 

Others 

• Future of Faith Formation Webinar Series 

• Bimonthly Meeting of Religious Educators 

Serving Multiple Congregations 

• Westchester DRE planning meeting for the 

April 22nd joint worship and RE 

• Westchester DRE planning meeting for 

summer OWL facilitator training, which we 

are hosting 

 

Highlights from the Past Month  

 

The youth led worship Sunday, February 4th.   Supporting youth to plan and lead worship takes 

considerable time.  It was a lovely service and well received by the congregation. Following the service, 

there was a community potluck that was well attended and included intentional multigenerational 

conversations that the youth hope to build upon.  Part of what grew out of these conversations was the 

idea to invite children and youth to participate in their parents’ program groups so they have more 

opportunities to participate in worship and to increase intergenerational interaction.  Betsy and I wrote to 

the youth advisors about this and believe they will discuss it with the youth at the next youth group 

meeting.  

 

We have created a children’s area in the sanctuary and brought in small chairs to fit young bodies.  We 

know that simply by being in the room, children absorb what they are hearing and feel part of the 

community. It's often challenging, though, for our little ones to sit through an hour-long worship, and 

parents worry about the normal rustling of children being distracting for others.  Hearing the 

congregation’s desire to be more welcoming to families, we are working on ways to make worship feel 

more inviting for children and parents, and to help normalize the presence and sounds of children in 

worship.  I contacted families with young children about this before we created the children’s center and 

parents responded with appreciation.  Julia Caldarola’s knowledge of early childhood education was very 

helpful as we imagined and created this multiuse space.  It may take some time for children to try it out 

and parents to feel comfortable.   We might suggest to some of our older members that they not sit in that 

area if the movement and sounds distract them.  We look forward to this being a step toward re-imagining 

family ministry at FUSW.  And, we look forward to feedback as we explore new ways of supporting and 

welcoming families. 

 

I read the Listening Conversation report and tried to attend the January 28th Listening Conversation 

congregational meeting but ended up providing childcare.  

 

I completed the six-session Sequel to Sunday School webinar series with Kimberley Sweeney and started 

the six-session Future of Faith Formation webinar series.  The information and discussions are helping 

me think about upcoming conversations with RE families about the future of faith formation at FUSW. 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19KynXt7ZaDA5_0mMx6jhWZKh9_-FbG5-wEd7l38L-4U/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.prideworks.com/wp_new/about-2/


 

 

 

In December, the National Alliance on Mental Illness offered their Ending the Silence program at FUSW.  

It was not well attended.  I asked them to offer the presentation again during the youth group meeting 

Friday, March 16th.  

 

Led the children’s RE class January 28th.  

 

Led a parent group January 14th. Parents would like to continue meeting so I am putting together a 

schedule with discussion topics.  

 

I met with the RE Co-chairs, Jen and Carolyn, to discuss the RE request for the 2018 – 2019 budget.  I am 

working on our calculations and will send that to the Finance Committee soon.  

 

Planning for the March 14th PrideWorks Conference for LGBTQ Youth and Allies has intensified.  This is 

an important outreach of our youth ministry and the Westchester UUs will be well represented.  From 

FUSW, I serve on the PrideWorks Board and Nancy Ulrich joined the Conference Planning Committee.  

Several other Westchester UUs volunteer and present workshops, and some of our youth attend.  In 

addition, we have a table at the conference with contact information for all the Westchester UU youth 

groups.  

 

 

Denominational Service & Upcoming Time Away 

 

I serve as a Good Officer for LREDA Continental and provided support for one colleague last month.  

I will be away February 22nd – 28th.  As noted in my December 2017 report, I have been invited to serve 

on the first Guiding Team for the Fahs Collaborative of the Meadville Lombard Theological School.  The 

Fahs Collaborative for Leaders in Faith and Learning is both a holder of the Unitarian Universalist 

tradition of liberal religious education and a pioneer for faith-based practices.  I am one of five UU 

religious professionals invited to participate on this first Guiding Team, and am honored to serve our 

denomination in this way.  February 26th – 28th, I will attend the in-person meeting of the Guiding Team 

in Chicago at Meadville Lombard.  I am going a few days early to visit my brother, sister and their 

families in Illinois, whom I have not seen in nearly two years. Sunday the 25th was already one of my 

scheduled Sundays off.  

 

 

 

https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-Programs/NAMI-Ending-the-Silence
http://www.prideworks.com/wp_new/
http://www.lreda.org/current-good-officers
http://www.meadville.edu/fahs-collaborative/

